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Water Quality

Truckee Donner Public Utility District vigilantly
safeguards its mountain groundwater supplies. We
are able to report that the District has met the Cali-
fornia Department of Public Health drinking water
standards.

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of wa-
ter provided to customers for the 2009 calendar
year. Included in this pamphlet are details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and
how it compares to State and USEPA Standards.

Truckee Donner Public Utility District is commit-
ted to providing you with the information about your
water supply because customers who are well in-
formed are the District's best allies in supporting
improvements that are necessary to maintain the
highest drinking water standards.

Some people may be more vulnerable to con-
taminants in drinking water than the general popula-
tion. Immuno-compromised persons such as per-
sons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, people
who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly individuals, and infants can be particularly at
risk from infections. These people should seek ad-
vice about drinking water from their health care pro-
viders. USEPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk
of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbi-
ological contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Where Does Our Water Come From?

The drinking water served to Truckee Donner
Public Utility District customers in the Hirschdale
system is groundwater coming from a deep well.
Each month the system is sampled for microbiologi-
cal quality. Because of natural filtration, the ground-
water aquifer is protected from surface contamina-
tion. This gives us high quality water.

Source Water Assessment

A source water assessment has been completed for
the well serving the Hirschdale area. The well is
considered most vulnerable to the following activities
not associated with any detected contaminants: sep-
tic systems, drinking water treatment plants, and
transportation corridors. A copy of the complete as-
sessment may be viewed at the Truckee Donner
Public Utility District located at 11570 Donner Pass
Road, Truckee, CA or by calling Mark Thomas at
(530) 582-3957.
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No Cryptosporidium or Giardia
in District Water

You may have seen or heard news reports about Cryptosporidium
and Giardia, microscopic organisms that can enter surface waters from
run-off containing animal wastes. If ingested, Cryptospridium and
Giardia can cause diarrhea, fever and other gastro-intestinal symp-
toms.

Because Truckee Donner Public Utility District's water comes from
deep wells rather than surface water, it is almost impossible to have
these contaminants in the District's water supply.

Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health prob-
lems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in
drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated
with service lines and home plumbing. Truckee Donner Public Utility
District is responsible for providing high quality water, but cannot con-
trol the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your
water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential
for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes be-
fore using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about
lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Informa-
tion on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take
to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

HIRSCHDALE
WATER SYSTEM

Radon

Radon is a radioactive gas that
you can't see, taste, or smell. It is
found throughout the U.S. Radon
can move up through the ground and
into a home through cracks and
holes in the foundation. Radon can
build up to high levels in all types of
homes. Radon can also get into
indoor air when released from tap
water from showering, washing
dishes, and other household activi-
ties. Compared to radon entering the
home through soil, radon entering
the home through tap water will in
most cases be a small source of ra-
don in indoor air. Radon is a known
human carcinogen. Breathing air
containing radon can lead to lung
cancer. Drinking water containing
radon may also cause increased risk
of stomach cancer. If you are con-
cerned about radon in your home,
test the air in your home. Testing is
inexpensive and easy. Fix your
home if the level of radon in your air
is 4 picocuries per liter of air (pCi/lL)
or higher. There are simple ways to
fix a radon problem that aren't too
costly. For additional information,
call your State radon program (1-800
-745-7236), the EPA Safe Drinking
Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791), or
the National Safe Council Radon
Hotline (1-800-SOS-RADON).

Visit Our Website
www.tdpud.org



DETECTED COMPOUNDS

The data presented in this table is from the most recent monitoring done in compliance with
regulations. Some data may be more than a year old.

Primary contaminants MCL PHG (MCLG) Hirschdale Water Range of Detection Violation Major Origins in Drinking Water
Arsenic (ppb) 10 0.004 1.7 N/D—8.1 NO
Barium (ppm 1 2 0.011 0.011 NO . .
osaa_hmgvﬁws 50 (100) 2 > NO Erosion of natural deposits
Fluoride (ppm) 2 1 0.14 0.14 NO
Nitrate (as NO3) (ppm) 45 45 0.17 0.26 No | Leaching ofnatural deposils, sewage runoff
Regulated Contaminants with Secondary MCLs (a)
Chloride (ppm) 500 500 7.9 7.9 NO
Sulfate (ppm) 500 500 12 12 NO
Total Dissolved Solids (ppb) 1000 1000 230 230 NO Leaching from natural deposits
fron (ppm) 0.3 0.3 N/D N/D NO
Manganese (ppb) 50 50 0.35 N/D—0.35 NO
Color (ACU) 15 15 5 5 NO Naturally-occurring organic materials
Specific Conductance (uS/cm) 1600 1600 329 329 NO Substances that form ions when in water
pH 6.5-8.5 6.5-8.5 7.9 7.9 NO Erosion of natural deposits
Unregulated General Minerals
Sodium (ppm) N/A N/A 52 52 N/A
Total Alkalinity (ppm) N/A N/A 151 151 N/A
Hardness as (CaCO3) (ppm) N/A N/A 56.2 56.2 N/A Erosion of natural QQUOw#m
Calcium (ppm) N/A N/A 10 10 N/A
Magnesium (ppm) N/A N/A 7.6 7.6 N/A
Disinfection MRDL MRDLG
Chlorine 4 4 0.61 0.15—1.2 NO Drinking water disinfectant added
for treatment

Disinfection Byproducts MCL MCLG
Total Trihalomethanes (ppb) 80 0 13.3 13.3 NO By-product of drinking water disinfection
Haloacetic Acids (ppb) 60 0 3.9 3.9 NO
Radionuclides MRDL MRDLG
Beta Gross (pCifl) 50 0 4.59 4.59 NO Decay of natural and man-made deposits
Alpha Gross (pCifl) 15 0 0.64 0.64 NO Erosion of natural deposits
Microbial Contaminants MCL
Total Coliform Bacteria > Than 1 uomaﬁw sample per 0 Naturally present in the environment

mont
Copper / Lead AL MCLG Hirschdale Water Violation

90th percentile valve

Copper (ppm) 1.3 0.3 0.074 NO
Lead (ppb) 15 02 1 NO Corrosion of household plumbing system

Arsenic above 5 ppb up to and including 10 ppb: While your drinking water meets the current USEPA standard for arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic. The arsenic stan-
dard balances the current understanding of Arsenic from drinking water. The USEPA continues to research the health effects of low levels of arsenic, which is a mineral known to
cause cancer in humans at high concentrations and is linked to other health effects such as skin damage and circulatory problems.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from hu-

man activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water:

e Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.
e Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can occur naturally or result from urban storm-water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas

production, mining or farming.

e Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban Storm-water runoff and residential uses.
e Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, that are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come

from gas stations, urban storm-water runoff and septic systems.

® Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the State Department of Public Health (Department) prescribe regulations
that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Department regulations also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that must
provide the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA'’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800

-426-4791.
TABLE DEFINITIONS:

Detected Compounds: The State allows us to monitor for some contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently.
Some of our data, though representative, are more than one year old. Not listed are the hundreds of other compounds for which we tested that were not detected.

Regulated Contaminants with Secondary MCLs (a) - There are no PHGs, MCLGs, or mandatory standard health effects language for these constituents because secondary MCLs
are set on the basis of aesthetics.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. Primary MCLs are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economi-
cally and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs are set to protect the odor, taste and appearance of drinking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

Public Health Goal (PHG) - The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. PHGs are set by the California Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Primary Drinking Water Standards (PDWS)- MCLs and MRDLs for contaminants that affect health along with their monitoring and reporting requirements, and water treatment re-
quirements.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The level of a disinfectant added for water treatment that may not be exceeded at the consumer’s tap.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a disinfectant added to water treatment below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs are
set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Secondary Drinking Water Standards (SDWS): MCLs for contaminants that affect taste, odor, or appearance of the drinking water. Contaminants with SDWSs do not affect the
health at the MCL levels.

Radiochemical Parameters—Compounds found in drinking water which emit radiation.

Microbial Parameters—Disease-causing organisms that, at certain levels, may be harmful. Additional information about Cryptosporidium and Giardia is supplied in this report.

Unregulated Compounds Analyzed— Unregulated compounds that the Truckee Donner Public Utility District has tested for. These compounds are not known to be associated with
adverse health effects.

Variances and Exemptions: Department permission to exceed an MCL or not comply| NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units) - A measure of very small particulate matter in drink-
with a treatment technique under certain conditions. ing water.

ppm—Parts per million, or. milligrams per liter (mg/L) pCi/L (Picocuries per Liter) - A measure of radioactivity.

ppb—Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (ug/L) N/T- not tested

N/R—not required N/A—Not Applicable

> - Greater than ACU (Apparent Color Unit) - A measure of color in drinking water.

HS/cm—Micro Siemens per centimeter.




